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EDU 320 – Synthesis Paper 

Teaching is a profession that requires patience, time, and commitment. The students are 

relying on you as the teacher to deliver the curriculum in a way that they will be able to 

understand and that will help them grow into successful adults. In order to deliver the content in 

such a way, it is important to understand how to be an effective teacher, how to deliver 

instruction, and how to assess students to make sure they are progressing at an acceptable rate. 

The journey towards becoming a teacher takes a lot of prepping and planning. This paper covers 

nine different themes of teaching along with artifacts that go hand in hand with the themes to 

help prepare for what lies ahead in the field of education.  

The Effective Teacher 

Description 

The description of an effective teacher is one that has changed over the course of time. 

Ask any student, and they will give different answers; such as, someone who cares for them, 

someone who makes learning easy for them, someone who communicates well, and so forth. 

Each student has a different description of what an effective teacher is to them, and most of the 

time, an effective teacher encompasses all that the students have stated. There isn’t one specific 

quality that makes up the character of an effective teacher, rather there are several qualities that 

factor into this description. 

Artifact  

To better understand the role of an effective teacher, in class we split up into groups and 

broke ten standards apart that were presented to us in our textbook. These ten standards focus on 

four different topics which include; the learner and the learning, content knowledge, instructional 

practice, and professional responsibility. Each area is crucial to the professional development of 
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an effective teacher. Taking the time to discuss these standards (as shown in Appendix A) has 

helped me understand all of the elements that factor in to being an effective teacher.  

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 In order to become an effective teacher, what is learned has to be applied to the classroom 

setting. The ten standards are what I will refer to for my own professional development while in 

the classroom. To each class the description of an effective teacher will change along with the 

way I may teach the content, but the standards resemble what an effective teacher must exhibit at 

all times with each class. These four topics within the standards describe what an overall 

effective teacher looks like and needs to know, and that is why I will refer back to these 

standards so I can use the information given to apply in my own teaching.  

Understanding Your Students 

Description 

 Along with the ten standards that provide effective teaching methods, there are also other 

characteristics that factor into becoming that effective teacher, and that is getting to know and 

understand the students in the classroom. Each group of students that I will have will be different 

each year because not all groups or learners are alike. Getting to know each of my students 

individually will be a goal of mine because when I can understand who they are and where they 

come from, I will be able to better differentiate my instructional strategies based on their learning 

style and needs. There are so many factors that contribute to understanding students, such as; 

effects of culture, socioeconomic status, language barriers, among several others. Understanding 

where students come from will let them know that their teacher cares for them each as 

individuals and wants nothing but the best for them as they journey through school and life.  
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Artifact 

 The artifact that I created for this theme is one that will help me get to know each of my 

students as individuals (see Appendix B). This particular “get to know you” tool will be a way 

for me to see how a student’s home life might be, what they see as their strengths and 

weaknesses, and goals they have for themselves for the upcoming school year. Within this 

artifact I also included an area for them to tell me anything else they feel I should know about 

them. I thought that was important to include within this tool, for it allows me to get to know my 

students on a more personal level so I can adjust my teaching methods to how they learn if/when 

necessary. 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 This is a tool that I will use in my classroom on the first day of school as a way for me to 

get to know the students I will have that year. As stated previously, I created an area for the 

students to list two goals they have for themselves throughout the year. I want to document each 

students’ goals so we can work on them throughout the year, and then look back on these goals to 

see how much they accomplished. I think this is a great way for the students to reflect on the year 

and see how much they have grown and improved throughout time. 

Goals, Standards, and Objectives 

Description 

 Following goals, we have to have a way to reach them. That is why incorporating goals, 

standards, and objects within classroom lessons is important. In order to reach a goal, we need to 

identify a standard to more specifically identify what we are wanting to accomplish. By 

incorporating objectives, the students are working towards that goal that they are striving 

towards. Although these terms go hand in hand, they have very important individual meanings 
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which contributes largely within a lesson. Goals are general expressions of our values that give 

us a sense of direction, standards are derived from goals to more specifically identify what must 

be accomplished, and objectives convey specific behaviors to be attained (L Borich, 2017, p. 

129). 

Artifact 

 In order to understand how goals, standards, and objectives, the artifact I created is a 

lesson plan (see Appendix C) that focuses on how these three terms build upon one another. The 

lesson plan I created focuses on rounding in math at the second-grade level. The ultimate goal is 

to master the concept of rounding using different techniques, one of which was a number line 

presented on the floor in the classroom. I then chose a standard that specifies the goal and then 

created objectives that detailed how we are going to accomplish this goal. 

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 Goals, standards, and objectives will be used continuously throughout the classroom. Not 

only because there are certain standards that need to be met for each grade level throughout the 

year, but because they are a way to monitor student progress. Through monitoring student 

progress, the students are also able to see how they have improved throughout the school year, 

which in turn makes them more confident for they can see how much they have grown. It is also 

important that I make my objectives known during my lessons so the students have an idea of 

what they should be able to do or what they should know at the end of the lesson. If the 

objectives have not been met, then as the teacher I am responsible for finding a way to teach the 

lesson so that each student has met the objective for that lesson. 
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Unit and Lesson Planning 

Description 

 Planning ahead with any lesson is an important aspect of teaching. We want to make 

learning enjoyable for students and something that they can relate to. When planning different 

lessons throughout a unit, it is important to understand the learning needs of your students along 

with the five planning inputs; knowledge of goals and objectives, knowledge of learners, 

knowledge of subject-matter content and its organization, tacit knowledge acquired from day to 

day experiences and feedback in the classroom, and knowledge of teaching methods (L Borich, 

2017, p. 160). The unit and lesson planning process beings with these five planning inputs, 

which is why it is important to understand each of them individually to create an effective lesson 

for the students.   

Artifact 

 In order to better understand the five planning inputs, I created an example of what an 

interdisciplinary plan would look like in a group with three others (see Appendix D). An 

interdisciplinary plan focuses on helping the students make connections in relation to different 

subjects. Our particular artifact focuses on Cinco de Mayo. We planned concepts of the lesson 

out for approximately two weeks incorporating several different subject areas along with 

different activities the students could do to better understand why this day is recognized. A lot of 

time, effort, and thought has to be put into such large plans such as this, especially with multiple 

subject areas being included. Creating this interdisciplinary plan with three other classmates was 

very helpful in understand how these are put together as well as what should be considered upon 

creation.  
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How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 I think interdisciplinary plans should be used often throughout the school year. As a 

preservice teaching thinking of how I want to run my classroom, I think it is important to 

recognize that students like to know why they are learning what they are as well as the 

importance behind it. By incorporating different subject areas within a lesson, it gives the 

students a chance to explore and apply their knowledge to real life situations. I want to use this 

concept in the classroom whenever fit to help students see beyond the subject itself.  

Technology Integration in Instruction 

Description 

 As time continues to progress, so does our technological resources. It is very uncommon 

these days to walk into a classroom and have there be little technology resources that students 

can use. Many schools have actually gone one to one, meaning each student has a designated 

laptop or iPad. When used in the appropriate manner, the technology we have can truly benefit 

student learning. The whole purpose of integrated technology into classroom instruction is to 

deliver the message in a more effective manner than if we didn’t have it readily available to us. 

Incorporating technology into the classroom stimulates the learning process for students and is a 

way for teachers to present the content to the students more effectively.  

Artifact 

 Technology in the classroom can be used in a variety of different ways to enhance student 

learning. To obtain a better grasp on the ways it can be used, the artifact that was created for this 

theme is a lesson plan that I created which incorporates the use of technology to enhance the 

students learning and understanding of the content (see Appendix E). I focused this particular 

lesson on a fourth-grade standard which discussed the symbols of North Dakota. The students 
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would be divided into groups and would be assigned a certain symbol of our state to research 

facts about. After the facts have been gathered, they will make a short video explaining the 

symbol they were assigned using a green screen which will display their particular symbol. This 

gets the students experimenting with technology and understanding the benefit that something 

such as a green screen can have when presenting information.  

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 As a teacher, I am going to have to keep up with all that technology has to offer in order 

to provide my students with the best education possible. Although technology for education is 

readily available, I want to make sure that in my classroom it is used to truly enhance the 

learning of students. I want my students to know that there is a purpose behind everything that 

we are doing in class. So many things are possible with the technology that we have, and I want 

to use that to our advantage to create an environment where students are always learning and 

expanding their knowledge.  

Questioning Strategies 

Description 

 Along with enhancing students learning, another important aspect of teaching is 

challenging students with different questioning strategies. There is a purpose for questioning 

during lessons, and they include: getting interest and attention, diagnosing and checking, 

recalling specific facts of information, managing, encouraging higher-order thought processes, 

structuring and redirecting learning, and allowing expression of affect (L Borich, 2017, p. 224). 

These different questioning strategies can be used at all different levels and helps students stay 

engaged in the learning process as well. Knowing how to formulate these questions also requires 
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knowing the six levels of cognitive complexity, which includes; knowledge, analysis, 

comprehension, syntheses, application, and evaluation. 

Artifact 

 Asking the correct questions to cover all seven questioning categories is difficult. As a 

teacher, I want to ask questions that are going to challenge students to help them better 

understand the material as well as how to apply the information to the world around them. The 

artifact created for this theme was a lesson plan that incorporated the seven different questioning 

categories along with the six levels of cognitive complexity which is shown in Appendix F. 

Creating these questions was more difficult than originally anticipated; however, it helped me see 

the importance of using such questioning strategies in the classroom.  

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 Questioning strategies will always be something that I will need to incorporate into 

student learning. By using these different questioning strategies I am challenging the students to 

expand their thought processes to better understand the material they are learning. It also allows 

me to see if the students are ready to move on to another lesson or if we need to spend more time 

on the current material. Questioning strategies are crucial to student learning, and I plan to 

challenge my students to be the best that they can be by incorporating these strategies within 

their learning.   

Teaching Strategies for Direct Instruction 

Description 

 Direct instruction is a strategy where the teacher is the major source of information (L 

Borich, 2017, p. 255). This teaching strategy looks different, as does any strategy, at different age 

levels. If teaching a lower elementary grade, the direct instruction has to be fast paced and 
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organized due to the students have shorter attention spans. When utilizing this teaching strategy 

in the classroom, it is important to make sure you present the goals and main points clearly, 

present content sequentially, be specific and concrete, and check for student understanding.  

Artifact 

 The artifact created for this theme is a direct instruction lesson that I created using a 

PowerPoint presentation (see Appendix G). The PowerPoint was a way for me to present the 

information to the students using visual representations and provide them with practice 

opportunities to see if they are understanding the material. In my particular direct instruction 

lesson, I had the students work on solving word problems and understanding the importance of 

them, for they are applied to our everyday lives on a regular basis.  

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 Although I do believe it is important for students to learn using other hands on 

techniques, I do think direct instruction has a purpose within the classroom. In my classroom, I 

believe that I will use direct instruction often; however, I want to make sure that I always 

incorporate practice opportunities for my students. Direct instruction is an organized learning 

technique based on prosed questions that allows for redundant practice. I want to use this 

technique in my classroom to ensure my students are understanding the goal and objectives of 

the lesson being taught.  

Teaching Strategies for Indirect Instruction 

Description 

 While direct teaching strategies are best used for teaching facts, indirect strategies are 

best used for teaching concepts, inquiry, and problem solving (L Borich, 2017, p. 290). In 

contrast to direct instruction, indirect instruction focuses a lot of attention on real-world analysis. 
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It is important to teach students how to make decisions that they will be analyzing in the real 

world so they know how to problem solve when the moment arises.  

Artifact 

 In order to better understand how to create and manage an indirect lesson plan, the 

artifact that I created and would love to use in the classroom someday is a grocery store for my 

students to practice buying goods. This particular lesson focuses on teaching the students how to 

problem solve when given a certain amount of money. Their task would be to use the store menu 

(see Appendix H) and use their problem-solving skills to see what they would be able to buy and 

how much money they would have left. This indirect lesson is a way to show students just how 

often we use problem solving in our everyday lives.  

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 I would like to use indirect instruction as much as possible in the classroom. I believe 

there needs to be a balance between indirect and direct instruction because they both bring 

valuable aspects to the table; being direct instruction focuses on relaying facts to the students 

where indirect is allowing the students to analyze real world problems themselves. I think it is 

very important that students understand why they are learning certain material throughout the 

year because in some way they can apply it to their everyday life; whether it be currently or 

further in the future.  

Assessing Learners 

Description 

 As educators, we have to know if our students are taking in the information that is being 

communicated to them. We have to know if they are understanding or if there is something that 

we have to work on as a class in more depth. In order to know where our students stand, we have 
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to assess them. Now, there are different ways to assess students. They can be assessed through 

means of a test, final project, observation, exit slips, and many more. When assessing students, 

as the teacher I will have a better and more clear understanding if my students truly understand 

the concepts of what is being taught.  

Artifact 

 Being there are several different ways to assess students, the artifact that was created for 

this theme is an example of a performance assessment (see Appendix I). This is a summative 

assessment, meaning something we would complete at the end of a unit, that focuses on the 

history of North Dakota. I would have my students in groups of two or three, and they would 

each have a different time period of North Dakota they would have to research and turn into a 

section of a newspaper article. Once the groups finished their research and editing, they would 

compile all of their sections to create a newspaper that they would display around the school for 

students and other staff members to take and read. This assessment is a way for me to see if they 

are understanding the material we have been covering and it is a way for them to show me they 

know the material rather than just taking an exam.  

How it Will Be Used in Classroom 

 Assessing in the classroom is something I want to do daily. It might not be a document 

that my students hand in, but through observation and discussion I will be assessing my students 

to see if they are comprehending the information being presented to them. It is important that as 

a teacher I am aware of where my students are because if they are not understanding the material, 

moving on will only make the information more confusing to them. That is why I plan to do both 

formal and informal assessments so I can gauge how much time we need to spend on certain 

topics.  



EDU 320 SYNTHESIS PAPER 13 

Conclusion 

As a preservice teacher, it is important to the education of my future students that I 

understand these nine themes and what they are made up of. Each theme has a purpose and is 

what is going to lead me in the direction of becoming the effective teacher that I strive to be. 

Throughout the course of the class, I have learned what it means to be an effective teacher as 

well as how to apply these different aspects into the classroom.  

What I have taken away from this class is that mastering these different themes comes 

with time, practice, and experience. When I have my own classroom filled with students, I will 

figure out what does and doesn’t work with each group I have. It’s a process of trial and error; 

however, I understand the importance of applying these themes into the classroom because they 

are going to help me build my students into successful beings. The field of education comes with 

its challenges, but the challenges are well worth it when you see the outcome. This is the exact 

reason I want to teach; I want to help students reach their full potential, and these nine themes 

are going to help me do so.   
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Appendix C 



EDU 320 SYNTHESIS PAPER 18 

  



EDU 320 SYNTHESIS PAPER 19 

  



EDU 320 SYNTHESIS PAPER 20 

Appendix D 
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Appendix E 
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Appendix G 
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Appendix H 
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Appendix I 

 


